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In the wake of the tragic terrorist attack in Pahalgam on April 
22, which claimed the lives of 26 innocent civilians, India has 
mounted a decisive and strategic response aimed at 
dismantling cross-border terrorism in the early hours of May 
7, 2025. Based on multi-agency intelligence, nine significant terror 
infrastructure sites, including those in Bahawalpur and Muridke, 
were identified and targeted through coordinated air and ground 
strikes. The operation was executed with high operational ethics, 
focusing exclusively on terrorist camps while taking all 
precautions to prevent civilian casualties. Indian strikes 
successfully eliminated more than 100 terrorists and destroyed 11 
air bases within Pakistan. Among those neutralized were high-
value individuals linked to the 1999 IC-814 hijacking and the 2019 
Pulwama terror attack, including Yusuf Azhar, Abdul Malik Rauf, 
and Mudassir Ahmad. The strikes marked a shift in India’s strategy 
by targeting deep into Pakistani territory, including critical radar 
installations in Lahore and Gujranwala. Additionally, coordinated 
missile attacks were carried out on terror hubs in PoK, including 
Muzaffarabad and Kotli. Military bases housing Pakistan’s F-16 
and JF-17 fighter jets at Sargodha and Bholari were hit, leading to 
the destruction of nearly 20% of Pakistan’s air force infrastructure.



A ceasefire was announced on 10 May 2025 following an 
agreement between India and Pakistan. India launched 
punitive strikes on Pakistan on May 7, 2025. This began a four-
day conflict between India and Pakistan from May 7-10, which 
became the most serious military crisis. India demonstrated an 
ability to deliver precise standoff attacks across large swathes of 
Pakistan on each day of the conflict but especially May 7 and May 
10. While Pakistani air defenses likely interfered with or 
intercepted some attempted strikes, Pakistan has a meaningful 
and serious vulnerability to Indian air attack. On May 8 through 
May 10, India’s integrated air and missile defense system appears 
to have largely defeated several waves of Pakistani drone attacks 
of ambiguous scope, scale, and intensity. India initiated with the 
expulsion of Pakistani diplomats, recalling its diplomatic staff, 
suspending visa services, and suspending the Indus Waters 
Treaty,[1]. Pakistan suggested an international inquiry into the 
terrorist attack, which India rejected.[15] Pakistan initially 
responded with trade restrictions, closure of airspace and border 
crossings, and suspension of the Shimla Agreement.



India delivered a commanding performance at the ISSF 
Junior World Cup Germany, finishing as the top nation in 
the medal tally. The competition started on May 19 and 
concluded on May 27, 2025 and featured 638 athletes from 59 
countries. The tournament featured multiple Olympic and non-
Olympic shooting disciplines for under-21 athletes. India was a 
fiercely large contingent with 57 shooters and emerged as the 
most successful team with a total of 11 medals. Behind them was 
China with four medals, followed by Italy. Indian shooters 
clinched three golds, four silvers, and four bronze medals. The 
gold rush was headed by Tejaswini, who secured the women’s 
25m pistol gold on the final day. Meanwhile, in the silver rush, 
Ojasvi Thakur won the silver in the women’s 10m air rifle, 
finishing just behind Shambhavi. Naraen Pranav and Khyaty 
Chaudhary also won the silver in the 10m rifle mixed team. Razia 
Dhillon and Adriyan Karmakar won silver in women’s skeet and 
men’s 50m prone rifle, respectively. Karmakar also set the junior 
national record with a score of 626.7.
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The 26  edition of the Asian Athletics Championships got off 
to a promising start for India in Gumi, South Korea, as the 
nation picked up its first gold by Gulveer Singh and bronze 
medal by Servin of the competition. India’s headline moment 
came on May 27, 2025, courtesy of Gulveer Singh, who produced 
a brilliant tactical race in the men’s 10,000 metres to clinch 
India’s first gold medal at this distance in the Asian 
Championships after an eight-year wait. Clocking 28:38.63, 
Gulveer held off Japan’s Mebuki Suzuki (28:43.84) and 
Bahrain’s Albert Rop (28:46.82, PB) in a tightly contested race. 
This victory was not just a personal triumph for Gulveer, who has 
been India’s standout distance runner this season, but it also 
significantly boosts his qualification prospects for the World 
Championships later this year. As the area champion, he now 
earns crucial ranking points toward global selection. India’s 
medal tally opened earlier in the day when Servin Sebastian 
walked to a career-best performance in the men’s 20km race 
walk, clocking 1:24:14 to claim the bronze medal.



In an address to the nation on May 12, 2025, PM Modi declared 
the success of Operation Sindoor, marking a new chapter in 
India’s fight against terrorism. The PM revealed that Pakistan, 
frustrated by India’s strikes, retaliated by targeting Indian civilian 
and military sites. However, India’s advanced air defence systems 
neutralized these attacks, and Indian drones and missiles struck 
Pakistani airbases, causing significant damage. By May 10, 
Pakistan’s military, reeling from losses, contacted India’s Director 
General of Military Operations, assuring a cessation of terrorist 
activities and aggression. India, after dismantling large-scale 
terrorist infrastructure, temporarily suspended its counter-
operations but vowed to monitor Pakistan’s actions closely. PM 
Modi outlined India’s new security doctrine, built on three pillars: 
decisive retaliation against terrorist attacks, no tolerance for 
nuclear blackmail, and no distinction between terrorists and their 
state sponsors. He criticized Pakistan’s military for openly 
supporting terrorists, citing their attendance at militants’ funerals 
as evidence of state-sponsored terrorism. 



Indian Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa won the Superbet 

Chess Classic in Bucharest, Romania on May 17, 2025. He 

triumphed after a tense tiebreak against Alireza Firouzja and 

Maxime Vachier-Lagrave. All three players were tied at 5.5 

points in nine rounds, which led to a three-way playoff. The first 

two tiebreak games ended in draws. Praggnanandhaa won the 

third game against Vachier-Lagrave. World Champion D Gukesh 

finished ninth in the tournament. He scored 4 points and drew his 

final game with Fabiano Caruana. 
th India has earned its 86 chess Grandmaster on May 15, 2025, 

as 19-year-old Srihari LR from Chennai secured his third 

and final Grandmaster norm at the Asian Individual Men's 

Chess Championship held in Al-Ain, UAE. Srihari is coached 

by grandmaster Shyamsundar at an academy called Chess Thulir. 

Shyam Sundar has also coached the likes of Pranav V, who 

recently became world junior champion.



Active Covid-19 cases in India surged to 2,710 on May 31, 
2025. According to the data, Kerala has recorded 1,147 cases, 
followed by Maharashtra (424), Delhi (294), and Gujarat (223). 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu have recorded 148 cases each, while 
West Bengal has registered 116 cases. 22 deaths have also been 
recorded in the first five months of this year. However, most of the 
Covid cases have been reported to be mild, and there is no need to 
panic. Two new Omicron sub-variants - LF.7 and NB.1.8.1 - are 
believed to be contributing to this sudden spike in Covid cases, 
though JN.1 remains the dominant strain in the country. So far, the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) has not classified either LF.7 
or NB.1.8 as Variants of Concern (VOCs) or Variants of Interest 
(VOIs). The symptoms are largely consistent with those of the 
common flu. Some symptoms include fever, runny nose, sore 
throat, headaches, fatigue, exhaustion. Amid the spike in cases, 
several states have directed hospitals to maintain the availability 
of beds, oxygen cylinders, testing kits, and vaccines. 



India conducted a nationwide civil defence mock drill called 
"Operation Abhyas" on May 8, 2025. This exercise, which 
simulated various emergency scenarios like air raids and 
blackouts, was designed to enhance national emergency 
preparedness, particularly in response to heightened security 
concerns. The drills were carried out in 244 designated civil 
defence districts across the country, including major cities like 
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, and Hyderabad. The primary  
goal of Operation Abhyas was to test India's readiness against 
potential threats amid rising tensions with Pakistan. In Delhi, for 
example, 60 air raid sirens were activated at 55 locations, and 
coordinated evacuation rehearsals were conducted at various 
landmarks.Similar exercises were conducted in Pune, 
Bengaluru, Assam, and other locations. The drills successfully 
tested the effectiveness of emergency response systems and 
highlighted areas for improvement in coordination and 
communication. The exercises also aimed to raise public 
awareness about emergency protocols and responsibilities. 



India has imposed restrictions on the import of ready-made 
garments and other goods from Bangladesh, starting May 
17, 2025. These restrictions primarily target land routes in the 
Northeast, impacting a wide range of items including garments, 
processed food, and certain textiles. While ready-made garments 
can still be imported through Nhava Sheva and Kolkata seaports, 
other goods are significantly restricted from entering through 
land ports in the Northeast. India’s restrictions are a response to 
Bangladesh’s curbs on Indian imports. The Government of India 
scrapped a trans-shipment pact with Bangladesh, which allowed 
goods to move more freely. Trade experts suggest that this 
decision may increase costs for consumers and businesses alike. 
Transporting goods via sea ports is more expensive and time-
consuming. Higher transport costs may lead to increased prices 
for consumers. Businesses in border areas may experience 
immediate slowdowns. This situation poses challenges for 
India’s Northeast region, which relies heavily on border trade.



China and Pakistan, on May 21, 2025, have agreed to expand 
their bilateral Economic Corridor to Afghanistan after 
Pakistan's Deputy PM and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar met 
with the Chinese and Afghanistani delegation at Beijing. The 
Foreign Ministry also said that the three foreign ministers shared 
their commitments to countering “terrorism” in the region and 
fostering development and stability in the nations. They also 
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announced that the 6  Trilateral Foreign Ministers’ meeting will be 
held in Kabul. This development promises access to Afghanistan’s 
mineral resources and energy pipelines. However, it may also 
involve military logistics disguised as trade initiatives. India has 
consistently opposed the Belt and Road Initiative, viewing CPEC 
as a challenge to its territorial integrity. The project traverses 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, which India claims. India fears that 
CPEC will enhance China’s influence over Pakistan and threaten 
its own security. Additionally, China’s military support for 
Pakistan complicates India’s strategic landscape.   



Israel announced the launch of a new military offensive- 
Operation Gideon Chariots in the Gaza Strip aimed at 
pressuring Hamas to release the remaining Israeli hostages 
on May 17, 2025. The announcement came as US President 
Donald Trump finished a visit to the region that included stops 
in Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates but not 
Israel. The Israeli military has launched a large-scale offensive 
in Gaza aiming to “seize strategic areas” and “achieve 
operational control”. The IDF statement highlights that the 
operation's objectives include releasing hostages and defeating 
Hamas. Gaza's civil defence agency more than 100 fatalities 
due to Israeli strikes, while the IDF claims to have struck over 
150 terror targets in the Gaza Strip within 24 hours. The 
conflict has led to critical shortages of food, clean water, fuel, 
and medicines, prompting NGOs to urge Israel to lift its aid 
blockade. PM Netanyahu's strategy involves displacing Gaza's 
population to the south and holding more territory in Gaza to 
eradicate Hamas. 



Indian Army on May 8-9, 2025, conducted the 'Teesta 
Prahar' integrated field exercise at the Teesta Field Firing 
Range in North Bengal, demonstrating operational 
readiness and joint operational capabilities. This exercise 
showcased seamless coordination among various combat and 
support arms, including Infantry, artillery, armoured corps, 
mechanised infantry, para special forces, army aviation, 
engineersand signals. A key highlight of this exercise was 
deployment and validation of newly inducted next-generation 
weapon systems, military platforms and advanced battlefield 
technologies.This exercise focused on jointness, synergyand 
seamless coordination, reinforcing the army’s ability to 
execute operations swiftly and effectively in diverse terrain 
and challenging weather. Tactical drills, battle rehearsals and 
adaptive maneuvers were also conducted to fine-tune 
responses to dynamic combat scenarios.



The recent truce between the United States and China 
marked a shift in their ongoing trade war. Announced on 
May 12, 2025, this agreement aims to roll back several 
tariffs and countermeasures that have characterised the 
economic relationship between the two nations. The deal 
represents important step towards stabilising international 
trade and reducing economic tensions. The United States will 
reduce its tariffs from 145% to 30%. China will decrease its 
tariffs from 125% to 10%. Tariffs imposed before April 2 
remain intact. This includes additional tariffs on specific 
products such as electric vehicles and steel. The reduction 
signifies a compromise but does not eliminate tariffs entirely. 
Despite the positive developments, challenges remain. Tariffs 
are unlikely to return to pre-Trump levels. The need for deep 
economic reforms in China is a complex issue. Additionally, 
the U.S. must navigate its own fiscal policies and trade 
strategies carefully to avoid exacerbating trade deficits.



In a proud moment for India and the state of Odisha, the 
Russian Embassy in New Delhi paid tribute to legendary 
leader and former Chief Minister of Odisha, Biju Patnaik, 
for his courageous role during World War II on May 9, 
2025. Fondly known as ‘Bhoomi Putra’, Biju Patnaik was 
honored for his contributions on the Eastern Front, particularly 
in aiding the Soviet Red Army during the Battle of Stalingrad, 
one of the most decisive confrontations against Nazi Germany. 
The tribute was part of a commemorative event marking the 
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80  Anniversary of the Soviet Union’s victory in WWII, held at 
the Russian Embassy. BJD President, former Odisha Chief 
Minister and Biju Patnaik’s son Naveen Patnaik attended the 
ceremony, underlining the enduring legacy of his father’s 
bravery and global impact. Biju Patnaik’s fearless missions as a 
pilot during the war and his support to the Allied forces have 
earned him lasting respect not just in India, but also 
internationally. His legacy as a freedom fighter, statesman, and 
global hero continues to inspire generations.



PM Modi inaugurated the Vizhinjam International Seaport 
in Kerala on May 2, 2025, with the aim to boost India’s 
maritime trade. He started the visit with reviewing the 
operations, specially the Mediterranean Shipping Company 
(MSC) mother ship docked at the port, India’s first dedicated 
transshipment port and also the first semi-automated port, located 
20 kms from Thiruvananthapuram. it is situated around 10 
nautical miles from the international shipping route. Vizhinjam 
Port has the capacity to handle large cargo vessels. Modi was 
accompanied by Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan, union 
ports and shipping minister Sarbananda Sonowal, governor 
Rajendra Arlekar, union MoS for Fisheries George Kurian, Union 
MoS Tourism Suresh Gopi, Thiruvananthapuram MP Shashi 
Tharoor, state ports minister VN Vasavan and other top central 
and state officials. Developed by the Adani Ports and Special 
Economic Zone Ltd (APSEZ) in conjunction with the Kerala 
government and the Union government, the first phase of the 
project was completed at a cost of ₹8867 crore. 



Indian Navy and Defence Research and Development 
Organisation have successfully undertaken combat firing of 
the indigenously designed and developed Multi-Influence 
Ground Mine (MIGM) on May 5, 2025. Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh has complimented DRDO, Indian Navy and the 
Industry on this achievement. He said that the system would 
further enhance undersea warfare capabilities of the Indian 
Navy. MIGM system is an advanced underwater naval mine and 
it is designed to enhance the Indian Navy’s capabilities against 
modern stealth ships and submarines. Multi Influence Ground 
Mine is equipped with multiple sensors for recording of 
influences like acoustic, magnetic, pressure generated by 
marine vessels. It has a built-in electronics system that 
comprises data acquisition electronics with ARM processors 
along with peripheral devices for processing the data and to 
generate commands to initiate the desired course of actions. 
DRDO Chairman Dr Samir V Kamat said, with this validation 
trial, the system is now ready for induction into the Indian Navy.



Tamil Nadu became the first state in India to introduce a 
dedicated Electronics Components Manufacturing 
Scheme on May 1, 2025, aiming to attract Rs 30,000 crore 
in investments and generate 60,000 jobs. The state 
government will offer matching grants to complement Union 
government incentives, targeting manufacturers in sub-
segments like HDI boards, display assemblies, and lithium-ion 
cells. Tamil Nadu's electronics exports have surged from $1.66 
billion in FY21 to over $14.6 billion in FY25, establishing the 
state as India's largest electronics manufacturing export base.  
The scheme is expected to attract leading global and Indian 
firms in sub-segments such as HDI (high-density interconnect) 
or MSAP (modified semi-additive process) boards, display 
assemblies, camera modules, lithium-ion cells, SMD passive 
components, and capital goods used in electronics 
manufacturing. 



After a 12-year hiatus, the sacred Pushkar Kumbh Mela 
has returned to Uttarakhand. Inaugurated by Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami on May 15, 2025. The festival is being 
held at Keshav Prayag in Mana village, near Badrinath Dham, 
at the confluence of the Alaknanda and Saraswati rivers. The 
Pushkar Kumbh, observed when Jupiter enters Gemini, is a 
significant event in Hindu tradition, attracting Vaishnavite 
devotees, particularly from southern India. Pilgrims believe 
that participating in the festival purifies the soul and grants 
moksha (liberation). Mana village holds deep spiritual 
significance, as it's believed to be associated with Maharishi 
Ved Vyas, who composed the Mahabharata while meditating at 
Keshav Prayag. It is also believed that South Indian scholars 
Ramanujacharya and Madhvacharya received divine 
knowledge from Goddess Saraswati at this location. The 
Pushkar Kumbh in Mana, though smaller than the traditional 
Kumbh Melas in cities like Prayagraj and Haridwar, offers a 
more intimate spiritual experience.



US President Donald Trump signed an executive order that 
aims to reduce high prescription drug prices on May 12, 
2025,  but its details and long-term effects are far from clear. 
Citing figures that patients in other countries pay much less than 
Americans for pharmaceuticals, Trump said he would order drug 
companies to reduce their prices inside the US. He touted the 
move as "one of the most consequential" executive orders in US 
history, claiming prices would fall "almost immediately, by 30% 
to 80%". But experts are highly sceptical of the claims, and stock 
market moves indicate that investors think they will have little 
immediate effect.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi and UK Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer formally announced the successful 
conclusion of the India-UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA), 
marking a major milestone in their bilateral trade 
relationship. Upon the finalization of the FTA on May 6, 2025, 
the UK government announced that the new trade agreement is 
projected to boost annual bilateral trade between India and the 
UK by £25.5 billion. The India–UK Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA), comprising 26 chapters, is expected to take around 15 
months for full implementation. Top highlights of the India-UK 
FTA are, zero-duty market access, tariff reductions for Indian 
imports,lower tariffs on key UK exports, expanded export 
opportunities for key sectors, social security savings for Indian 
workers in the UK, etc.

Quick Reads...



On May 18, 2025, India launched the EOS-09 satellite, 
designed to enhance its surveillance capabilities and provide 
continuous remote sensing data. This satellite, part of the 
RISAT-1 heritage, is equipped with C-band synthetic aperture 
radar (SAR) for high-resolution imaging in all weather 
conditions. The EOS-09 satellite will bolster India's border and 
coastal monitoring capabilities, aiding in anti-terror operations 
and strategic surveillance. The SAR technology allows for 
continuous data collection regardless of weather conditions, day 
or night. The satellite's high imaging frequency provides a 
steady stream of earth observation data for various applications. 
The EOS-09's data will be valuable for sectors like agriculture, 
forestry, disaster management, and national security. The 
satellite includes deorbiting fuel for safe post-mission disposal, 
reflecting ISRO's commitment to space debris mitigation. 

Bhutan launched its national-level cryptocurrency tourism 
payment system in partnership with Binance Pay and DK 
Bank on May 7, 2025. This initiative allows tourists to use 
cryptocurrency for various payments during their stay, including 
airfare, visa fees, hotel bookings, and local shopping. The new 
payment system is integrated into the Binance app. It supports 
over 100 cryptocurrencies including BNB, BTC, and USDC. 
Tourists can make real-time payments using dynamic or static 
QR codes. This method ensures secure transactions and instant 
settlement in Bhutanese currency via DK Bank. The system 
eliminates traditional barriers like currency conversion issues 
and high transaction fees.

Quick Reads...



Indian peacekeepers Brigadier Amitabh Jha and Havildar 
S a n j a y  S i n g h  p o s t h u m o u s l y  a w a r d e d  t h e  D a g 
Hammarskjöld Medal for their supreme sacrifice in UN 
peacekeeping missions, on the occasion of the International 
Day of United Nations Peacekeepers May 29 at the UN 
Headquarters in New York. Brigadier Amitabh Jha served with 
the UNDOF in the Golan Heights managing ceasefire 
arrangements, while Havildar Sanjay Singh was deployed with 
MONUSCO in the Democratic Republic of Congo, working in 
conflict-affected regions. The Dag Hammarskjöld Medal, 
established in 1997, honors military, police, and civilian 
personnel who died while serving in UN peacekeeping 
operations, named after the second UN Secretary-General Dag 
Hammarskjöld, who died in 1961 during a peace mission.

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma launched Ankita, the 
country's first AI-powered virtual news anchor delivering 
Cabinet updates in Assamese on May 14, 2025. 'Ankita' aims 
to enhance e-governance, ensure consistent communication in 
the regional language, and boost transparency by presenting 
Cabinet meeting highlights via the CM's official social media 
platforms. The initiative has been praised for its technological 
innovation in governance. However, it has also raised concerns 
about potential job losses and the lack of human empathy in AI 
presentations. 

Quick Reads...



The all-party delegation led by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor 
in the US emphasized India's precise response to terrorist 
bases in Pakistan after the Pahalgam attack and condemned 
Pakistan's revisionist ambitions, while calling for India's 
peaceful growth and development. Another multi-party 
delegation led by NCP MP Supriya Sule arrived in Qatar, where 
they were welcomed by India's Ambassador, members include 
Anand Sharma, Rajeev Pratap Rudy, and Anurag Thakur, 
continuing India's global anti-terrorism outreach. The DMK-led 
delegation headed by Kanimozhi completed their Moscow visit, 
engaging with major Russian media and highlighting evolving 
terrorist tactics, state propaganda, and India's demand for 
accountability for cross-border terror attacks. Other delegations 
led by JD(U) MP Sanjay Jha (South Korea), Shiv Sena MP 
Shrikant Shinde (DR Congo), Baijayant Panda (Bahrain), and 
BJP MP Ravi Shankar Prasad (Europe) continue diplomatic 
visits, reinforcing India's firm zero-tolerance stance against 
terrorism worldwide.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on May 27, 2025, dedicated 
India's first 9000 HP (horsepower) electric locomotive plant 
of Indian Railways at Dahod, Gujarat, to nation built at a 
cost of ₹21,405 crore. The plant's foundation was laid in 2022 
and is operated in collaboration with Siemens India, a subsidiary 
of the German engineering firm Siemens AG. The locomotives 
are 90% indigenously manufactured, with Siemens responsible 
for their design, engineering, and maintenance. 

Quick Reads...



Indore became the nation's first beggar-free city, officials 
announced on May 8, 2025. One year ago, there were roughly 
5,000 beggars roaming the streets of the city before the 
administration launched a campaign focused on rehabilitation 
and inclusion, including employment opportunities and 
educational enrollment for children.

The under-construction Ganga Expressway became the first 
expressway in India to provide night-landing capabilities for 
fighter aircraft. The two-day trial by the Indian Air Force began 
on May 2, 2025, on the expressway’s 3.5-km-long airstrip in 
Shahjahanpur district. The airshow saw take-off and landing trial 
of advanced fighter and transport aircraft, including Rafale, 
Jaguar and Mirage, during the day and night. With this, the 
Ganga Expressway became the fourth expressway in the state to 
have an airstrip for fighter aircraft of the Air Force. It serves as an 
alternative runway for the IAF during conflicts or emergencies, 
showcasing the country’s strategic military capabilities.

From April 28 to May 2, 2025, the Quad partners (Australia, 
India, Japan and the United States) convened at the Asia-
Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu, Hawaii for a 
Tabletop Exercise, a simulation to launch the Quad Indo-
Pacific Logistics Network (IPLN). IPLN is an initiative that 
enables Quad partners to leverage shared logistics capabilities in 
the Indo-Pacific to support civilian response to natural disasters 
more rapidly and efficiently across the region. 

Quick Reads...



The government has notified a cashless treatment scheme for 
road accident victims nationwide, under which they will be 
entitled to a maximum amount of ₹1.5 lakh per accident per 
person. According to a gazette notification issued by the 
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, the scheme has come 
into force with effect from May 5, 2025.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) on May 9, 2025, 
approved a $1 billion loan to Pakistan as part of its Extended 
Fund Facility (EFF). This decision followed Pakistan’s request 
for financial assistance amid economic challenges. The EFF 
aims to support countries facing balance of payments issues due 
to structural weaknesses. The IMF’s support is crucial for 
Pakistan’s economic recovery. India has expressed dissent, 
denoting Pakistan’s history of using IMF loans for military 
purposes. The effectiveness of the EFF in addressing Pakistan’s 
structural issues remains to be seen.

The Soviet-era spacecraft Kosmos 482, launched in 1972, re-
entered Earth's atmosphere on May 10, 2025, after over 50 
years in orbit. It was originally intended for a Venus mission but 
malfunctioned and remained in Earth orbit. The spacecraft 
splashed down in the Indian Ocean near Indonesia. The 
spacecraft's reentry was a result of the natural decay of its orbit 
due to atmospheric drag. The reentry of Kosmos 482 highlights 
the issue of space debris and the need for better tracking and 
management of objects in orbit. The spacecraft was designed to 
survive the Venusian atmosphere, which suggests a high 
probability of some parts surviving the re-entry. 

Quick Reads...



Prime Minister Narendra Modi, early on May 13, 2025, 
visited the Adampur air base in Punjab and interacted with 
the soldiers there. PM Modi's visit to the Adampur air base 
gains significance in the backdrop of the location having been 
one of the targets attacked by Pakistani troops. Wing 
Commander Vyomika Singh, during one of the press briefings on 
Operation Sindoor, had said that air intrusions and several 
harassment attacks were attempted from Srinagar to Naliya in 
Gujarat at more than 26 locations.

Indian economy will grow at 6.3% during the current 
financial year, ahead of China, US, and EU, a UN report 
released in May, 2025. According to the UN’s mid-year update of 
World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP), India’s growth 
is being fuelled by strong household spending, solid government 
investments and booming services exports. Even as the global 
economy stands on shaky ground, India continues to shine.

India extended financial support to the Maldives through the 
rollover of the $50 million Treasury Bill. In a statement on 
May 12, 2025, Maldives Foreign Affairs Minister Abdulla 
Khaleel expressed gratitude towards India for the financial 
support. A Treasury Bill (T-bill) “rollover” means using the 
amount received from a maturing T-bill to purchase a new one, 
thereby continuing the investment for another term. This 
decision came at the request of the Maldivian government, amid 
rising economic challenges. Both India and China are the 
Maldives’ primary creditors, competing for influence in this 
strategically important Indian Ocean nation. 

Quick Reads...



The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu presented the 
National Florence Nightingale Awards for the year 2025 to 
the nurses at a function held at Rashtrapati Bhavan on May 
30, 2025. The National Florence Nightingale Award was 
instituted by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
Government of India as a mark of recognition for the meritorious 
services of nurses.

Series of earthquakes struck on land in India, 1km south-
southeast of Moirang in Manipur on May 28, 2025.  As per the 
National Centre for Seismology data, the first tremor, measuring 
5.2 on the Richter scale, struck in Churachandpur district and 
adjoining areas, and it hit at a depth of 40 km below the surface. 
The second one of 2.5 magnitude hit Noney district and 
adjoining areas, while a third one of 3.9 magnitude struck 
Churachandpur and adjoining areas- these two quakes hit at a 
depth of 25 km and 36 km below the surface, respectively. 
Manipur state Disaster Management officials said that there has 
been no immediate report of loss of life or damage to property.

An earthquake of magnitude 4.2 struck Pakistan on May 30, 
2025, marking the ninth earthquake in the nation this 
month. On May 29, an earthquake of magnitude 4.4 on Richter 
scale struck Pakistan. As per the NCS, the earthquake occurred at 
a depth of 10km, making it susceptible to aftershocks. Earlier 
this month, Pakistan experienced several significant tremors, 
including a 4.2-magnitude tremor on May 27 at a depth of 111 
km, and two consecutive earthquakes on 10 May measuring 5.7 
and 4.0 in magnitude respectively.

Quick Reads...



Apple is significantly expanding its manufacturing 
operations in India, defying U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
directive to reshore production as announced on May 20, 
2025. This strategic move involves substantial investments by 
Apple's primary supplier, Foxconn, in two major projects - $1.5 
Billion Display Module Plant in Tamil Nadu and  $435 Million 
Semiconductor Assembly Unit in Uttar Pradesh.

An Indigo flight travelling from Delhi to Srinagar on May 24, 
2025, encountered severe air turbulence while passing 
through a thunderstorm mid-air, sparking panic among the 
227 passengers on board. The intensity of the turbulence was 
extraordinary, leading to a distressing experience captured on 
video by several passengers. The footage—widely shared on 
social media—shows frightened travellers, some clutching their 
seats and others praying, as the aircraft shook violently amid the 
storm. The flight also passed through a hailstorm, leading to 
potential damage from large hailstones.

Union Minister of Earth Sciences Dr. Jitendra Singh 
dedicated one of the world’s first indigenously developed 
high-resolution weather forecast systems, the Bharat 
Forecast System, at a launch ceremony held at Vigyan 
Bhawan on May 26, 2025. Developed by the Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune, the cutting-edge system 
enhances India’s weather prediction resolution from 12 km to 6 
km, enabling every village in India to access more precise and 
location-specific forecasts. 
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th
President Droupadi Murmu conferred the 58  Jnanpith 
Award on Sanskrit scholar Jagadguru Rambhadracharya at 
a ceremony in New Delhi on May 18, 2025. Gulzar, a renowned 
Urdu poet and lyricist, was also selected for the 2023 award but 
could not attend due to health reasons. President Smt. Murmu 
also commended the Bharatiya Jnanpith Trust for its continuous 
efforts since 1965 in honoring outstanding writers across Indian 
languages, thereby preserving the prestige and dignity of Indian 
literature.

Rapper and singer-songwriter Raja Kumari became the first 
Indian-origin musician to win an American Music Award 

st
(AMA) at the 51  AMA held in Los Angeles o May 29,2025. 
She won for the song "Renegade (We Never Run)" from Arcane 
League of Legends: Season 2, a collaboration with UK artist 
Stefflon Don and Dominican-Brazilian artist Jarina de Marco.

Air Marshal Narmdeshwar Tiwari took charge as the new 
Vice Chief of the Air Staff on May 2, 2025. He succeeded Air 
Marshal S P Dharkar. Before taking charge as the Vice Chief of 
the Air Staff, Air Marshal Tiwari served as the Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief (AOC-in-C) of the Gandhinagar based 
South Western Air Command (SWAC). He was commissioned in 
the fighter stream in June 1986. An alumnus of the National 
Defence Academy, he passed out as the President's Gold 
Medallist. 
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Shri Lalduhoma, CM of Mizoram, on May 20, 2025, officially 
declared Mizoram a fully literate state, marking a historic 
milestone in the state's educational journey. With this 
achievement, Mizoram becomes the first state in India to attain 
full literacy.

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) faced a  
setback with the failure of the PSLV-C61 mission on May 18, 
2025. This mission aimed to launch the Earth observation 
satellite EOS-09. The failure occurred in the third stage of the 
flight. This incident marks a rare occurrence for the PSLV, a 
vehicle known for its reliability and success in satellite launches. 
The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) is one of ISRO’s 
primary launch vehicles. It has been operational since the 1990s. 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) on May 
20, 2025, extended the services of Tapan Kumar Deka, a 1988 
batch IPS officer, as Director of the Intelligence Bureau for 
another year. Mr. Deka, 62, an officer of the Himachal Pradesh 
cadre, was appointed as IB chief in 2022. This is the second time 
his tenure has been extended by a year. 

Dr M. R. Srinivasan, a pioneering Indian nuclear scientist 
and mechanical engineer, passed away on 20 May 2025 in 
Udhagamandalam, Tamil Nadu, at the age of 95. Renowned 
for his instrumental role in India’s nuclear energy programme, he 
served as the former Chairman of the Atomic Energy 
Commission and was the founding Chairman of the Nuclear 
Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL).
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